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these remedies for several days, the motility of the affected 
muscles returned ; the thoracic and abdominal symptoms 
also disappeared quite promptly; the child’s appetite im¬ 
proved, and in ten or twelve days he was able to stand. 
The voice lost its nasal sound ; deglutition became easy 
and quite normal. The remedies were continued for some 
time after the disappearance of all the symptoms. The 
writers would regard nux vomica and ergotine as powerful 
agents in such conditions. P. and P. 

RHEUMATISM OF THE SPINAL MENINGES, WITH 
CONSEQUENT PARALYSIS. 

Prof. Maragliano (“Gazetta degli Ospitali,” No. 1, 1891) 
describes a case of rheumatism of the spinal meninges, lim¬ 
ited to the anterior roots, with consequent paralysis. The 
patient, a young girl, nineteen years of age, had always 
been apparently well. At the age of seven her mother 
suckled a neighbor’s child, and a short time after suffered 
from a cutaneous eruption, which was diagnosed as syphi¬ 
litic. It could not be determined how she was treated, but 
the eruption disappeared without any further complication. 
The daughter, who also lived with her mother, suffered 
simultaneously from ulcerations on her lips, which were 
then thought to be syphilitic. These, however, disappeared 
without leaving any trace of constitutional syphilis behind 
them. 

From 1881 to 1884 she worked in the rice-fields, and 
she states that six years ago she had experienced pains 
in her knees, which were followed by swelling. Both dis¬ 
appeared spontaneously after two months. Her brother, 
also working in the rice-fields, was affected in the same 
manner. 

October 26, 1890, a slight swelling appeared on the 
internal portion of the first right metatarso-phalangeal 
articulation. After rest in bed, this so much improved that 
it troubled her but little. 

October 30th, while going up stairs, she felt a sensation 
of weight, tiredness and as if strained in the right lower 
extremity, with uncertainty in movement. This uncertainty 
increased to a difficulty and finally to an impossibility of 
making any active movement with the extremity affected. 
Brought into the hospital, a paralysis of the right lower 
extremity was diagnosed. Passive movements could be 
made, with some resistance, however. The patellar reflex 
was absent on both sides. No hysterogenic zone could be 



PERISCOPE . 


369 

discovered. Pressure along the spinous process was pain¬ 
less. Slight anomalies in the reaction to the electric current 
were noticed. 

During her stay in the clinic she had frequent headache. 
Paralytic symptoms appeared on the left side, which, to¬ 
gether with the phenomena on the right, much improved, 
until the symptoms on the left had entirely vanished. 
CEdema of the right extremity set in ; a decubitus spot and 
several erythematous places made their appearance. The 
muscles of the limb atrophied, and at one time there was 
paralysis of the bladder. 

Although the patient had suffered in her childhood from 
an eruption supposed to be syphilitic, yet as no other signs 
of syphilis had followed, the glands were not involved, and 
no relics of syphilis being manifest, the paralysis was 
diagnosed as rheumatism, with localization in the spinal 
meninges, limited to the zone of the anterior roots. This 
diagnosis being made, means were employed to favor the 
reabsorption of exudates, the activity of the nerve-centres 
and the nutrition of the muscles (iodide of potassium, iodide 
of iron, strychnine and electricity). Eight days after, the 
patient was much improved and the paralysis nearly dis¬ 
appeared. P. and P. 


THERAPEUTICAL. 

TREATMENT OF EPILEPSY. 

In the “ Bulletin General de Therapeutique” for March 
15, 1891, Dr, Poulet, of Planches-les-Mines, describes his 
treatment of epilepsy with the bromides combined with 
some organic agent capable of producing anaemia of the 
brain : 

“ Having decided upon a course of treatment, we must 
first consider the dose. This will vary—dependent upon 
the age and sex of the individual, idiosyncrasy and intensity 
of the affection. In adults we may give daily five to six 
grammes of the bromides in the female, seven to eight in 
the male, coupled with one centigramme of the sulphate of 
eoserine, or one centigramme of picrotoxin, or one milli¬ 
gramme of the sulphate of atropia. Instead of prescribing 
eoserine, we may substitute for it two grammes of the 
tincture of Calabar bean, or seventy-five centigrammes of 
the powder. Instead of atropia, give two grammes of the 
tincture of belladonna. 

“ In cases of cardiac epilepsy, give one and a half to two 
grammes of the tincture, or twenty-five centigrammes of 



